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Box No. I Basis of the report 



S, S?'r/nSWclifd'!,X"tt,fs&' ^""^l- tansuage In which was 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed tX%^^^^ """^^^ ^"^'""^ ''^^^'^^^ 



Description, Pages 

"^'^^ as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-21 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

^^'^^ as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

had M°Sa'dt '4™»eX SM't^ SrLTT' *° "^^^^ 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded. " 
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appncability '^<>"-^*»''"^'^"'e"* oP'nton with regard to novelty. Inve ntive step and industrial 

• »S'S inventive step (to be non- 

□ the entire international application, 
13 claims Nos. 21 
because: 

° lis Jl'So^f <» *>»-^= -bjec, ™„er whteh doe, 

° couldtt,^"!'' -^W™ Nos. are so Inadequately supported by tt,e descHpfcn mat no meaningful opinion 
B nolntemalionalsean!h«porthasbeenestabll8hedforthesaidclalmsNos.21 

° ^of^ A^i;,SSS'v^i^SS^^^^ ""^ ""^ «anda,d prided for In Annex 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty inventive sten or ■nH..«*ri»i 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucli statement '"ve'^'ve step o r industrial 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 




No: 


Claims 





2, Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



IL. JT^ document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1, and shows (the references In parentheses applying to this document): 

An electrode stmcture for an electrolysis cell divided by a separator into an anodic 
compartment and a cathodic compartment (Fig. 3 ; col. 3. 1. 9-18). comprising at least one 
movable surface surted to be put into contact with a separator (col. 3. 1. 12-18) and provided 
M^ ^J^'t'^^r^^'^P^"^"* (Fig. 3 : E) and a thinner component overlapped thereto (Rg 3 
. M). tlie thicker component being generally planar and the thinner component being a thin 

thict 'and " " -^--tensed in that both the 

7 ' 41^9?. '^'"P^"^"* P'^^'^^'^' ^ ^^*^'yt'<^ <^°^«"g (Example 3 : col. 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs from the disclosure of D1 In that : 

Only the thicker component Is provided with a catalytic coating, thus the catalytic coating 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) POT). 

As an effect, the content of oxygen in chlorine is reduced, while the cell voltage is not 

prccess-^^^^^^^ ""^^ '^^^^^^ - '"--^-9 the 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is consldei^d as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 
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Although the prior art suggests that leaving the portion of the electrode which Is In contact 
with the membrane might have several beneficial effects such as • 
- reducing risks of mechanical damage of the membrane (see documents D2 and 03) 
allowing better gas circulation (see document D3) ^ 
there is a further Improved property, being the decreased oxygen content In chlorine (sbb 
descnpfon p 1 1. ,. le-p. 12. 1. 19). while keeping similar ceTvoltage values ^^hTselm^ 

0 be an effect of the specific structure of the electrode structure such as describe^ln 

1 (superimposed components, in which the thinner component, which Is In conta^^h t^ 
membrane IS an uncoated mesh of wires), see description (p. 13. ,. 2(^29) TdTxcIss 
oxygen P-^^" while It may cause problems In diwnstrel p^^^^g 
(p. 13. 1. 15-19). This effect is not mentioned In the available prior art nor is obvious for thf 
person skilled In the art. Consequently, the skilled person would ha^nTh^t r^^^^^^^^ 
the teaching of 01 with either 02 or 03 to solve the problem posed. 

2 Claims 2-19 Is dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and Inventive step. ■remenis or tne 



3 Since claim 19 Is new and inventive, claim 20. which Is a process carried out in the cell 
of claim 1 9 is new and Inventive, according to article 33(2) and (3) PCT. 



Re-Item VIII. 



The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. because claims 20 Is not 

1. In claim 20. the matter for which protection is souqht Is not cleariv riAfinow t»,« i • 
a«emp,. .o define me subjec^atter in ,enns of resuK to be IX^^^^h^rit J^ot^ 
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